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SUBJECT: BIEDENKOPF TO GIVE UP POSITION AS CDU 
SECRETARY GENERAL 

BEGIN SUMMARY: ON JANUARY 19 KURT BIEDENKOPF AND CDU 
CHAIRMAN HELMUT KOHL ANNOUNCED THAT BIEDENKOPF WOULD NOT 
BE A CANDIDATE FOR RE-ELECTION TO THE POST OF CDU 
SECRETARY GENERAL AT THE MARCH CDU NATIONAL CONVENTION. 
ALTHOUGH BOTH MEN DENIED ANY DIFFICULTIES BETWEEN THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE CDU CHAIRMAN, CLEARLY THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP HAS SOURED IN RECENT YEARS. KOHL BELIEVES 
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BIEDENKOPF IS TOO AMBITIOUS AND PLANS EVENTUALLY TO 
UNSEAT HIM AS LEADER OF THE CDU. 

A FEW WEEKS AGO KOHL OFFERED THE CHOICE TO BIEDENKOPF 
EITHER TO CONCENTRATE ON HIS POLITICAL CAREER OR TO 
DEVOTE HIMSELF TO THE POST OF SECRETARY GENERAL FOR THE 
NEXT FOUR YEARS. ON JANUARY 18 BIEDENKOPF WAS ELECTED 
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TO THE EXPANDED VORSTAND OF THE CDU/CSU FRAKTION AND 
KOHL NAMED HIM FRAKTION ECONOMIC SPOKESMAN. IT REMAINS 
TO BE SEEN IF HE WILL BE ABLE TO MAKE HIS MARK IN THE 
ROUGH AND TUMBLE WORLD OF FRAKTION POLITICS. KOHL 
HOPES TO NAME FORMER RHINE! .AND-PAT .ATINATF, SOCIAL 
MINISTER GEISSLER TO BE THE NEW SECRETARY GENERAL. 

END OF SUMMARY. 

1 . THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT PROFESSOR KURT BIEDENKOPF 
WOULD NOT BE A CANDIDATE FOR RE-ELECTION AS SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE CDU CAME AS THE RESULT OF INCREASING 
DIFFICULTIES BETWEEN BIEDENKOPF AND CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL. 

IT IS DIFFICULT TO MARK PRECISELY THE MOMENT THE 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO MEN STARTED, BUT OVER THE 
LAST FEW YEARS THE RELATIONSHIP HAS DETERIORATED FROM 
FRIENDSHIP TO ACUTE DISLIKE. 

2. KOHL HAD CHOSEN BIEDENKOPF TO BE SECRETARY GENERAL 
FOUR YEARS AGO. AND FOR SOME TIME HE WAS EXTREMELY 
HAPPY WITH HIS CHOICE. BIEDENKOPF BROUGHT NEW LIFE 
INTO THE PARTY ORGANIZATION, WAS SUCCESSFUL IN STREAM- 
LINING THE PARTY, AND INCREASED MEMBERSHIP TO ALMOST 
ONE MILLION. AN EXTREMELY ARTICULATE MAN, BOTH IN 
GERMAN AND IN ENGLISH, THE YOUNG PROFESSOR HAD A FLAIR 
FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS AND AT TIMES UPSTAGED HIS BOSS. 

AS ONE COMMENTATOR PUT IT, KOHL WANTED HIM TO BE A 
SECRETARY, BUT BIEDENKOPF WANTED TO BE A GENERAL. 

3. ACTUALLY THE DIFFERENCES GO BEYOND A DISPUTE ABOUT 
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THE APPROPRIATE ROLE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL. 

BIEDENKOPF'S WILLINGNESS (SOME WOULD SAY DELIGHT) AT 
IRRITATING STRAUSS AND THE CSU MADE THINGS DIFFICULT FOR 
KOHL. WHEN THE CDU CHAIRMAN FLEW BACK FROM HIS MOSCOW 
TRIP, WHERE HE HAD TO DEFEND STRAUSS AGAINST SOVIET 
CRITICISM, HE RETURNED TO A RAGING CONTROVERSY BETWEEN 
STRAUSS AND BIEDENKOPF CAUSED BY AN INTERVIEW THE 
LATTER HAD GIVEN IN "DER SPIEGEL." THIS DISPUTE HAS 
CONTINUED EVER SINCE AND DURING THE LATEST DIFFICULTIES 
OVER THE SPLITTING UP OF THE CDU/CSU FRAKTION, 

BIEDENKOPF CONSISTENTLY TRIED TO PUSH KOHL RATHER 
THAN HE WANTED TO GO IN CONFRONTING STRAUSS. 

4. KOHL, A MAN WITH A VERY CONSERVATIVE LIFE STYLE, 

WAS ALSO OFFENDED BY BIEDENKOPF'S PRIVATE LIFE. HE 
FELT THAT BIEDENKOPF NEGLECTED HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN 

AND THE LATEST REPORT THAT BIEDENKOFF’S WIFE WAS ABOUT TO SUE 
HIM FOR A DIVORCE MADE THINGS WORSE. 
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5. KOHL ALSO HAD SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT BIEDENKOPF'S 
LOYALTY. KOHL BELIEVES BIEDENKOPF IS EXTREMELY 
AMBITIOUS AND THAT ONE DAY BIEDENKOPF WILL ATTEMPT TO 
UNSEAT HIM AS PARTY LEADER. SOME TIME IN DECEMBER KOHL 
TOLD BIEDENKOPF HE WOULD HAVE TO MAKE A CHOICE 
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BETWEEN BEING FULL-TIME SECRETARY GENERAL AND 
DEVELOPING AN INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ROLE IN THE 
BUNDESTAG. BIEDENKOPF OPTED FOR THE LATTER, AND KOHL 
RECOMMENDED HIM FOR THE VORSTAND OF THE FRAKTION. HE 
ALSO CHOSE HIM TO BE THE FRAKTION'S ECONOMIC SPOKESMAN. 
IRONICALLY THIS WILL ONCE AGAIN PIT BIEDENKOPF AGAINST 
RAINER BARZEL WHOM HE UNSEATED FOR THE NUMBER ONE SPOT 
ON THE NORTH RHINE- WESTPHALIA LAND LIST IN THE 1976 
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BUNDESTAG ELECTION. AS CONSOLATION PRIZE FOR NOT 
GETTING INTO THE FRAKTION LEADERSHIP, BARZEL WAS CHOSEN 
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AS CHAIRMAN OF THE BUNDESTAG ECONOMICS COMMITTEE. IT 
IS ALSO LIKELY THAT BIEDENKOPF WILL SEEK TO BECOME THE 
CDU MINISTER-PRESIDENT CANDIDATE IN THE 1980 ELECTIONS 
IN NORTH RHINE- WESTPHALIA. 

6. BIEDENKOPF'S BRILLIANCE AND ELOQUENCE ARE MORE 
THAN DEMONSTRATED BY HIS CAREER. HE WAS THE YOUNGEST 
UNIVERSITY RECTOR IN GERMANY, THE YOUNGEST MAIOR 
INDUSTRY DIRECTOR AND THE YOUNGEST CDU SECRETARY GENERAL. 
SOME CRITICS FEEL THAT THIS PROVES BIEDENKOPF'S GOOD 
SENSE OF TIMING - THAT IS. THE ABILITY TO LEAVE A JOB 
WHILE AT THE PEAK - RATHER THAN HIS STAYING POWER. 

HE HAS LOTS OF ENEMIES IN THE CDU/CSU FRAKTION AS WAS 
DEMONSTRATED BY HIS NARROW ELECTION TO THE FRAKTION 
VORSTAND. HIS POLITICAL ABILITIES WHICH STILL REMAIN 
UNPROVEN WILL BE SORELY TESTED. 
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